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 The Orange-Throwing Tradition 
(Chap Goh Mei)
In Malaysia (and parts of Singapore), unmarried 
women write their name or contact details on 
mandarin oranges and throw them into a river, 
lake, or the sea. The idea is symbolic: by casting 
the orange, they “cast out” their wish to find a 
good partner. Men may then pick up the 
oranges, and—at least in the romantic 
folklore—this could lead to a match.



 Modern twist

Today, it’s more of a fun cultural event than a serious 
matchmaking ritual. Cities like Penang and Kuala Lumpur 
even organise large Chap Goh Mei festivals where:
•Women throw oranges
•Men collect them
•There are lanterns, lion dances, and cultural 
performances
It’s often described as the “Chinese Valentine’s Day” in 
Malaysia.



Thank you. Any question?
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